Environmental Issues - Australia
Environmental issues are being addressed by all sections of the Australian Aviation industry at a range of levels.

At Government level, the Australian Government released the National Aviation Policy White Paperon 16 December 2009.  This document includes a statement of the current policy position on environmental issues and identifies the following areas as providing opportunities for improvement in environmental performance:

· Air traffic management

· Airport operations and infrastructure improvement

· Biofuels

Through initiatives in these areas, the Government expects the aviation industry to make a significant contribution to achieving the goal of reducing greenhouse emissions by 60% of 2000 levels by the year 2050.

Greenhouse emissions are not the only environmental issues facing the Australian aviation industry.  Minimisation of aircraft noise continues to be an issue and possible conflict between new fuel saving operational procedures and adverse noise impacts is recognised and being actively worked on.

Waste and whole-of life costs are being addressed by waste minimisation programs, increased recycling and implementation of ISO14001 compliant Environmental Management Systems with Environmental Managers being given increasing status in organisational hierarchies.

Within the framework established by Government, all sections of the industry are working to improve their environmental performance whilst, at the same time, recognising that aviation is an international and highly flexible industry with some sections able to move off-shore to locations with less environmentally stringent regulations if the conditions and cost impositions become uncompetitive here.

There is a consequent recognition of the need for international harmonisation of environmental regulations to avoid merely shifting pollution emitters from one location to another.

For major operators, fleet re-equipment programs are introducing more modern aircraft with reduced fuel burn and emissions, airport operators are actively implementing waste reduction programs and taking steps to reduce energy consumption and water usage.  Even airshows are becoming more environmentally conscious with a reduction in pyrotechnic displays and elimination of the “torch” routine by F-111 aircraft following their withdrawal from RAAF service.

Whilst GA has a relatively small environmental footprint, progress towards the elimination of lead in Avgas and development of bio-fuels is coming over the horizon however with a small local market and being highly dependent on overseas suppliers of powerplants, Australia expects to follow international trends in these areas.

In summary, there is a high level of awareness of environmental issues throughout the aviation industry in Australia but progress is very closely tied to international actions with a rapid flow through driven both by competitive and economic pressures.

